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1. Upendra Nath Bannerjee is the editor of one of the oldest Bengall dailies,
the Basumati. Thouzh Bamnerjee, a formsr rewolutionary of the Congress
Party, is not presently affiliated with any political party, many of the
editorials and views expressed in the Basumatl follow the Commmist Party
line. However, he is not a member of the Communist Party.

2. The Basumati was formerly a pro-Conzress daily but since Bannerjee was
made editor, it is becominz more anti-Contress in its editorial policy.
The second largest Ben=all daily in Calcutta, this newspaper has a
daily circulation of about 25%,000. However, in spite of its leftist
policy, there is an azreement between Bannerjee and Dr. Bidhan Chandra
Roy's ministry that the Basumati will not print any severe criticisms
against Dr. Roy or the Weat Bengal !nistry.

3. DBannerjee was born in the French tom of Chandernapore, Bengal, 6 June
1871. IHe was educated at Dupleix College, Chandernagore, and after
completing his underpraduate istudies thers, he joined the medical
college. e was forced to discontinue his studies at the latter
collepge because of poor health, and for a while he hecame extremely
religlous, accepting initiation as a Sannymssi. However, he did not
pursue his religious calling:for long and took up teaching in Chander-
naore and later in Bhadreswar.

L. He came to Calcutta in 1907 and Joined the English lanmuage daily,
Bande lMataram, and later an the Ju,%tar. Arrested in 1909 for his
activities in connection with the Alipore bomb case, Bannerjee was
sentenced to transportation for life. He retumed to Calcutta after
12 vears exile in the Andaman Islands when the British GCovernment
aranted a general amesty to :all political prisoners. In 1921 he
joined the editorial staff of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Dass's Bengali
monthly journal, the Narayen. Later on he becams the joint editor of
Barindra Kumar Ghose's Denrali weekly, Bijall, and started the Bengali
Journal, Atma Sakti. While editor of t ma Sgktl he joined the
Swaraj Party of C.K. Dass. Bannerjee was apmin arrested in 1923 and
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was séntenced to 3 years imprisonment in the Alipore jail. Upon his
release from jail in 1926 he' established connections with the Forward,
the Liberty, the Amrita Bazar Patrika, and the Basumati.

5. Bammerjee played a leacdiing role in the partition of Bengal in 1947 and
ig given credit for the support he rendered in having one-third of +the
province retained by the Indian Dominion. His published works are 21l
in Bengali, and among the vopular ones at present are the following:
Unapanchasi (Famine of 19L43), Nirbasiter Atmekatha (Story of an Fxile)
Pather Sandhan (Quest ol the Road), Dharma O Karma (REI§g1b'xT and Work ss,
and Barfaman Sarasya (Froblem of the Day). — -

25X1A6a 4 % Conment. Drs Bidhsn Chandra Roy died in Calcutta on
20 February I909. i 7
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